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unless they are rebellious and evil; 'I am not their Lord
and Master/ he says, and we shall see the great Asoka
claiming to be the Father of his people. It is an ideal
found before him, but best realized in his example.
Chandragupta did not reach these heights. In the first
place he had to seize the power and to consolidate the
Empire which his grandson enjoyed, and in the second
place he seems to have made full use of the unscrupulous
but astute Brahmin who is believed tojiaye been the author
of the Arthasastra. This remarkable man, Chanakya, or
Kautilya, is credited with the overthrow of the Nanda
Dynasty and with being the constant adviser and inspirer
of Chandragupta. While this cannot be regarded as
history, it is a very early tradition, and appears as a prophecy
in the Vishnu Purana, clearly written after the event, but
embodying early tradition. If we take another glance at
the Arthasastra we shall see that there are contained in it
just those ideas of ruthless ambition and clever diplomacy
which an adventurer would need in seizing the throne.
He is advised to employ spies freely, to keep an especially
close eye upon his ministers, and to test their loyalty. He
is equally to keep watch upon the young princes, 'for
princes, like crabs, are noted for their tendency to devour
their begetter'.1
There are several ways by which neighbouring States
can be won over, or their loyalty undermined.
Whoever, among the neighbouring kings, seems to threaten with
an invasion, may be invited for some festival, marriage, capture of
elephants, purchase of horses, or of merchandise, or to take pos-
session of some lands ceded to him, and captured 5 or such an enemy
may be kept at bay by an ally till an agreement of not condemnable
nature is made with him, or he may be made to incur the displeasure
of wild tribes or of his enemies, or whoever among his nearest rela~
tives is kept under guard may be promised a portion of his territory,
and set against him.2
If the Arthasastra is the ladder by which the ambitious
Chandragupta climbed to empire, it is also apparently the
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